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WELCOME TO THE SEVENTEENTH EDITION 
Welcome to the seventeenth edition.  Particular thanks are due this 

month to our Stocking Pelham contributors for articles and poems. If 

anyone has any more historical photos that they are willing to share, 

we’d love to see them! 

A small number of Furneux Pelham residents will have received bags 

from a charity called ‘Small Acts of Kindness’, based in Watford, which 

have been distributed on their behalf by FP Parish Council.  We hope 

these included some useful items and were well received. Remember 

that if you need any advice/help as we emerge from lockdown please 

use the helpline number 07599 616444, regardless of which village you 

live in, and we will do our best. 

This has been a sad month. Both Parish Councils had made 

preparations for books of condolence on the death of His Royal 

Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh but were advised instead to 

sign the Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire’s electronic version, in light of 

the ongoing pandemic. Locally, perhaps not all residents will realise 

that Furneux Pelham was the home of Baroness Shirley Williams of 

Crosby for almost forty years from the mid sixties onwards. We send 

our condolences to her daughter Rebecca and her family. Finally, we 

include an obituary of Lesley Reynolds, former landlady of ‘The Star’, at 

the request of her family. Our thoughts are with them too. 

Readers might recall that we featured the last steam traction engines in 

the February 2021 edition. I’m pleased to say that David Pigg has been 

in touch to tell us that the two engines pictured at Patient End Farm 

were called “Prince” and “Princess”. And he should know – he took the 

photograph! 

Don’t forget to vote at the Village Halls on the 6th May – opening 

specially for this. 

Keep safe everyone. 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

Cover photo 

The cover shows the Hoops beerhouse in Upper East End which is the 

subject of this month’s History Group article. 

See page 6……  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Lesley Reynolds 

Lesley, a former resident of Furneux Pelham died on 14th April. She and 

her husband, Peter, came to the village in the spring of 1982 to take up 

the tenancy of The Star. 

Peter and Lesley were popular landlords and made the pub a welcoming 

and lively place. It was the venue for a harvest festival charity auction, 

an annual Hallowe’en party and also supported a darts team. Peter’s love 

of real ale was influential and resulted in the addition of a third hand pump 

allowing The Star to sell a range of Greene King beers. Their efforts were 

recognised by CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) which made The Star 

Pub of the Month in May 1984. 

The pub however was not the only focus of Lesley’s life. Village activities 

beckoned. During her twenty years in Furneux Pelham Lesley was 

Treasurer for the Village Hall; served as Secretary on the Furneux 

Pelham Parochial Church Council; was a member of the St Mary’s 

Church choir; belonged to The Pelham Players giving recital 

performances at various village events; and was involved in school 

events where her sons Jason and Timothy were pupils. 

In the early 1990s Lesley and Peter 

retired, left the pub and moved into 

White Lion House. Peter died in 

1997 but Lesley continued to be 

involved in village life. In the earlier 

2000s she left Furneux Pelham for 

Albury where her commitment to 

community resulted in her 

becoming a governor at Albury 

School. 

Lesley’s funeral was expected to be 
held towards the end of April and 
she will be buried in St Mary’s 
churchyard, Furneux Pelham 
alongside her husband and her 
mother. 
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Easter Chicken Drawing Competition 
Thank you to everyone who drew all the wonderful pictures for this 
year’s competition. They were so good. The Easter Bunny could not 
choose so there were 4 prize winners instead of 3. 

1st Prize: Emma of The Old Common aged 4 who won a Cadburys 
Easter Egg and mug. 

2nd Prize: Oliver of Patient End aged 4 who won a Malteser Egg. 

3rd Prize: Sophia May of The Old Brewery aged 8 1/2 who won a 
Cadbury Button Egg. 

4th Prize: William of Whitebarns aged 4 who won a packet of 
Kit Kat Easter Bunnies 

Thank you to Sophie, Chloe, Grace, Abigail, 
Beatrice, Amelie, Matilda and Katelin who all 
received a prize for entering. 

Look out for another competition at Christmas, 
well done everyone. 

Love  

The Easter Bunny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 
Thank you to everyone who raised money by purchasing knitted Daffodils. A 
total of £30 has been raised which will be donated to Marie Curie Cancer 
Care. 

Your support in the absence of individual collections is much appreciated. 

Tracey Bayford

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 
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Exciting Year for Stocking Pelham Cricket Club 
Stocking Pelham Cricket Club is celebrating its centenary this year which for 

such a small village is quite an achievement. Many clubs have ceased in 

recent years but thanks to enthusiastic villagers, both players and supporters 

the club still survives and is going through a popular resurgence. Due to the 

Covid virus and the uncertainties celebrations have been put on hold but 

hopefully we will be announcing functions in the early summer. 

The club has a full list of fixtures commencing in early May and continuing 

through until late September playing only friendly games with other villages 

all on Sundays. We are fortunate that back in the forties villagers managed to 

purchase the field for recreation and has been used since those days as a 

cricket field.   

We are always looking for new members and welcome all players irrespective 

of ability. We also encourage Dads and sons to play so if there are any 

families wanting to do things together this is an opportunity, we feel that 

boys from 13 onwards can enjoy playing with Dad.  

After the game we normally socialise with the opposition at The Brewery Tap 

to complete the day  

See below for the fixture list: 

 

  

April 25th Pairs game Home 2pm July 4th Clavering Away 2pm

July 11th Thorley Away 2pm

May 2nd Bank Holiday July 18th Stansted Home 2pm

May 9th Arkesden Home 2pm July 25th Little Hallingbury Home 2pm

May 16th Stansted Away 2pm

May 23th No game Aug 1st Clavering Home 2pm

May 30th Chrishall Away 2pm Aug 8th Bishops Stortford Home 2pm

Aug 15th Sandon Away 2pm

June 6th Little Hadham Home 2pm Aug 22nd Little Hallingbury Away 2pm

June 13th Manuden Away 2pm Aug 29th Bank Holiday

June 20th Thorley Home 2pm

June 27th Chrishall Home 2pm Sept 5th Manuden Home 1.30pm

Sep 12th Pairs game Home 1.30pm

FIXTURES LIST
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The Hoops: a beerhouse at Upper East End, Furneux Pelham 

In 1800 Furneux Pelham was home to two inns – the Yew Tree Inn, opposite 

the current school, and the White Lion, opposite the church. Both had a full 

licence, allowing them to sell both spiritous and brewed liquors of all types. 

An Act of Parliament passed in 1830 then allowed anyone to apply for a 

licence to sell beer, but not spirits, in return for an annual fee of two guineas 

(£2.10). This rapidly led to the opening of the Star in the Causeway, the 

Millwrights Arms in Barleycroft End, the Stag at Clay Chimneys, and the Black 

Horse and the Hoops in Upper East End. The Brewery Tap, the final 

beerhouse, was newly built and first licensed in 1870.  

The Hoops, originally a farm, was tenanted by the Hardy family from the late 

1700s, along with several other properties. When John Hardy died in 1823, 

the tenancy of the farm passed to his son, also John, who had taken out a 

beer licence by 1840. The licence then passed to the first John’s grandson 

George in 1844. George remained the landlord until 1863 when William 

Saville of Langley took over. His tenure continued for 31 years until he retired 

to Stocking Pelham. By this time, the Hoops had been bought by the Fordham 

Brewery in Ashwell.  

Next came Alexander Brown, previously landlord of the Hop Poles at Gaston 

Green near Little Hallingbury. His tenancy lasted from 1894 until his early 

death aged 55 in 1901. He was succeeded by John Pratt, a retired farmer from 

Bishop’s Stortford, who barely had an opportunity to move in; while moving 

his furniture to the Hoops by cart along the road from Little Hadham he was 

found dead in the road in Albury. It transpired that he had suffered heart 

failure as he drove. Frank Robinson (some of whose relatives still live in the 

village) took over for about a year until Frederick Metson, previously the 

bailiff to the Albury Hall estate, took the tenancy in late 1902.    

Metson continued through the First World War, but during this he fell foul of 

the War Agricultural Committee. His son Fred had been granted exemption 

from military service on the grounds that he cultivated the farmland attached 

to the Hoops. However, the land was inspected in 1918 and found improperly 

cultivated. Fred Metson junior was instructed to put it in order by August 

1918 or be enlisted.  He does not appear to have served in the military and 

the War ended soon afterwards. Fred junior took over the licence in 1919, 

but died in 1924 aged only 35. A relative, William Metson was landlord for a 

few months and was succeeded in 1925 by Alfred James Cox.   
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Mr Cox is second from the left in our cover picture. We are grateful to a 

relative of his, Dave Smith of Sussex, for kindly sharing it with us. During bad 

weather the local farm labourers were apparently not allowed inside the 

premises in their work boots and had their beer delivered to them in one of 

the farm barns. Alfred James Cox moved from the Hoops to the Brewery Tap 

in 1933, handing over to the last landlord of the Hoops, Ernest Plum. He is 

pictured here with his family outside the entrance in about 1950. 

 In 1958 Mr Plum celebrated his 70th birthday and perhaps it was time to 

retire. By this time Fordhams of Ashwell had been absorbed into Flowers 

Breweries of Luton and they surrendered the lease in February 1959, when 

the Hoops became a private house, which it remains to this day.    

Postscript 

When researching this piece in the 19th century censuses, it has become 

clear that Upper East End had another beerhouse in the 1850s and 1860s, 

bringing Furneux Pelham’s total of pubs up to eight. This might have been the 

Two Brewers, to which there is an obscure reference in some property deeds, 

but its exact location is as yet unknown.  

 

Furneux Pelham History Group  
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Sunday 2nd May  Easter 5 
9.30 am  Holy Communion (BCP)   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am All Age Holy Communion  Braughing 
Sunday 9th May  Easter 6 
10.00 am  All Age Morning Worship  Braughing 
11.15 am Holy Communion   Furneux Pelham 
Sunday 16th May Easter 7 
9.30 am  Café Church    Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am Holy Communion with Baptism  Braughing 
Sunday 23rd May Pentecost 
9.30 am  Holy Communion   Braughing 
11.15 am Family Morning Worship  Furneux Pelham 
Sunday 30th May Trinity Sunday 
10.30 am  Benefice Holy Communion  Stocking Pelham 
 

Additionally, every Wednesday morning at 9.30 am at St Mary’s, Braughing 

there is a Holy Communion service. For enquiries regarding Baptisms, 

Weddings or Funerals, please contact the Rector.  

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant   

(Please contact Malcolm Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530) 

For latest information about the churches please go to our websites - A 
Church Near You: 
St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 
St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/  

Annual Parochial Church Meetings (ACPM) 
APCMs are open to the public and are an opportunity for you to hear more 
about the work of the church and its finances.  Here are the dates for our two 
churches: 
St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham APCM - 11th May 2021 at 7 pm in the church  
St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham APCM – 19th May 2021 at 7 pm in the church 

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector   vicar@braughing.org.uk   (01920) 823531  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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A VIEW FROM THE ALLOTMENT 
It was more than a year ago that I wrote with a minor “battle cry” for more of 

us to make use of a wonderful village asset; the allotment. 

At that time only 8 green fingered folk were actively battling the elements 

and anyone passing by could be forgiven for asking themselves why there was 

a fence around a patch of wasteland. 

Well, how things have changed.  Today there are 17 of us signed up and now 

digging for glory and the hope of a harvest not seen since the dawn of time. 

(Bit of an over exaggeration but as a city boy at heart I am still amazed that 

we can grow our own stuff). 2 plots left if anyone is interested. 

No doubt, the magic of our invaluable village magazine has played a role in 

the upsurge in interest but, I suspect, Lockdown has played its role as well as 

we all look to find positive ways to cope with what is of course a very difficult 

time.  

Standing on my own plot, surveying the wet, but drying mud, it is noticeable 

that there is a real sense of community here. Not only amongst those who 

have chosen to work the soil but also with the ever increasing number of 

walkers passing by; stopping for a chat; some wondering why we are mad 

enough to undertake such toil. 

That last question is easy to answer although at this time of year one could be 

forgiven for wondering “just what is the point”. But hope springs eternal… as 

does Spring, and quickly the labour is forgotten as the fruit of our labour 

bears ….well fruit…and vegetables of course. 

Maybe, with lockdown rules changing, we will be able to find a time in the 

summer to welcome more of you to visit us and share a glass of something 

cold, which I promise will not be made from anything produced on the 

allotment. 

Until then, there is one more call out that I would like to make. Some 28 of 

the 69 fence posts surrounding the allotment have become loose and will 

need some form of reinforcement/staking. We are looking for someone to 

quote for that job. 

If anyone out there has any ideas, would like to talk to me – please do reach 

out. 

Andy Robinson              andyrob13@live.co.uk   

mailto:andyrob13@live.co.uk
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Furneux Pelham School News 
Once we returned to school for the final three weeks of the Spring 

Term, we had a very busy time throwing ourselves back into school life.  We 

are now looking forward to a (hopefully sun-filled!) Summer Term ahead. 

Our New School Council 

Organising a school council has been a challenge 

whilst we are in our two bubbles, but we are 

aiming to hold meetings via Google Meet.  

Candidates stood from Year 2 to Year 6 and all 

had to prepare speeches.  Year 5 and 6 

performed their speeches to all pupils in the school—again via Google Meet!  

All pupils in the school went to the polling station in the hall to vote for their 

preferred candidate.  In Years 2-4, candidates presented to their class and 

their year group voted.  We are really excited to see what our new School 

Council can achieve over the next term.  Great things, I am sure! 

Woodland Walk 

Holst Class will be studying plants in their science lessons this term so to kick-

start the learning they visited the woods in the village.  Whilst there, they   

made observations of plants and made bark rubbings.  

During our book week, Holst Class focused on The 

Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson, so also studied the marks in 

the soil to see if they could work out who had visited the 

’deep, dark woods’.  Holst Class had a wonderful time in 

the woods and returned with happy faces and muddy 

boots!  

Red Nose Day 

This year we marked Red Nose Day with a 

splash of red.  Members of our whole school 

community donated to the collection and we 

raised approximately £100.  We had a great 

time listening to the jokes that the children 

memorised to entertain their classes.  It was 

such a cheerful sight to see the splashes of red, some red noses and some 

very big smiles!   
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Marking 23rd March 2021 

On Tuesday 23rd March we marked one year since lockdown began in March 

2020.  Year 6 pupils led the Upper Bubble in a period of reflection at midday. 

Having come up with a list themselves, Year 6 pupils 

shone a candle-lit beacon of hope and thanked 

doctors, nurses, scientists, ambulance drivers, 

hospital cooks and porters, cleaners, shop workers, 

delivery drivers, school staff, firefighters, policemen, 

postal workers, fundraisers and community 

volunteers.  Year 6 also wanted to think of those we 

have lost and those who have survived, as well as their parents and other 

adults for keeping them safe, happy and healthy during the last year.  

Experience Easter 

As part of our RE lessons, the whole school participated in 

Experience Easter Outdoors.  The session led the children 

through a journey on which they learnt about what the Easter 

Story means to Christians.  This gave the children the 

opportunity to reflect upon the story 

and how Christians understand and 

interpret each stage of it.  It was a 

great opportunity for some calm, quiet reflection 

and afterwards some children commented upon 

how calming they had found it and how beneficial 

this felt for them.   

Easter Egg Raffle 

Every year children, parents and staff at our school 

bring in Easter eggs for our annual raffle.  As the 

week goes on, more and more tickets are sold and 

the excitement levels gradually increase!  The money 

raised is added to the total amount collected during 

our Charity Week in May.   The draw was very 

different this year—we all joined via Google Meet and Mrs. Foley selected 

tickets with the winners announced via the Meet.  

There was such a buzz around school, with so many children so excited about 

the raffle and as a result we raised an impressive £187!   
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Stocking Pelham Parish Council  

The March meeting of SPPC was held via the Zoom platform on 

Thursday 25th at 6.30 pm. 

Present were: Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown (Vice chairman),  

Daniel Horn, Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and Paul Lucas. 

In attendance Mrs. R. Berthoud Parish Clerk and District Councillor 

Geoff Williamson. Louise Balhaam gave her apologies. 

A number of issues were discussed including the need to repair the 

rabbit wire on the recreation field. SPPC unanimously agreed to 

support a letter regarding the Stop Battles Solar farm campaign. 

Cllr Williamson gave an update on the Oaks site. 

Next meeting is on March 29th via Zoom. 

This is a very much shortened report of the meeting full details can 

found in the minutes, once signed, on SPPC website. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC 

www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk 

A120 Little Hadham Bypass – FULL WEEKEND CLOSURES 

  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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FEATHERSTONE FAMILY COMES GOOD 
Those of you who rise early may well have seen the Featherstone family 

coming out of their yard at White Hart Farm, Stocking Pelham with their 

horses on the way to exercising. All the effort was rewarded at Higham 

racecourse near Colchester when number one son Will won his first Point to 

Point on Good Friday, good going as this was only his third ride. The race only 

had three runners, but all were high class horses, Fifty Shades had won many 

races under Rules and Points and started at 2/7 on and Killiney Court at 3/1 

also a prolific winner.  

Will’s mount Minella Beat looked fantastic at the off starting at 6/1, proves 

the adage, ‘always back the outsider of three’. Minella Beat is a high-class 

horse and did run under rules finishing 2nd at Fontwell but on two occasions 

bled from the nose, a common problem with some racehorses. Will led from 

the off and was not headed in the race and at the end was going away 

winning by 1n lengths. 

The Featherstone’s had the opportunity to try and progress with the horse for 

young Will and so has been in training for several weeks. Mum Catherine is 

listed as trainer and rides out most days, Dad David also takes his turn and did 

ride many winners himself in Point to Points back in the late 90’s. (Mustn’t 

forget Catherine she did win the Hunt race at the Puckeridge Point to Point 

on one occasion).  Will is hoping to become a professional jockey and is at 

present with Jamie Snowden, a trainer in Lambourn learning the game. Will 

had his first ride under Rules in early April at Wincanton in a Hurdles race but 

his mount did not look as if it enjoyed the race despite Will’s encouragement. 

We will be watching Will’s career with interest and who knows perhaps one 

day he will be as popular as Tony McCoy and Richard Johnson, maybe even 

going as far as to win the Grand National. There is a long way to go before 

that, but we will be willing him along and wish all the family fun and success. 
 

COVID vaccine scams 
Remember the NHS will: 

 NEVER ask for payment - all vaccines are FREE; 
 NEVER ask for your Bank details; 
 NEVER arrive unannounced at your home to administer the vaccine; or 

 NEVER ask you to prove your identity by sending copies of personal 
documents.  
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Pelhams Pre-School 
 

We were so pleased to welcome all our 

lovely children back to Pre-school after 

the Easter break.  

Our Spring term, we divided the children into two bubbles, older and 

younger groups, this was great for the new starters and younger children 

to feel their feet. It was a very busy term, exploring colours, having lots 

of fun Easter activities and the children were super busy making and 

creating their lovely Mother’s Day crafts.  

It was a great term and now it’s wonderful to all be back together, the 

sun was shining on our first day back, the children enjoyed exploring 

the garden, and playing with the sand, happy days and happy kids.  

 

www.pelhamspreschool.co.uk  
 

Pelhams Pre-school, Stocking Pelham Village Hall, Stocking Pelham, 

Nr. Buntingford, Herts. SG9 0HZ 

Registered Charity No: 1072299 

 

 

 

   

MESSAGE FROM THE MAGAZINE TEAM…….. 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this magazine, 

please email copy to pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the  

15th of the month. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about what’s 

been going on, with or without photos.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right to 

adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to be 

inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

http://www.pelhamspreschool.co.uk/
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
In my constant desire to unlock the mysteries of gardening, I offer you this 

month a Helpful Glossary of Gardening Terms.      Gardening is by no means 

immune from the modern trend of using jargon, even Latin, when more down 

to earth (!) phrases would do, so I humbly hope this little guide will be 

helpful. 

The A to Z guide to gardening terms – part 1. 

A.  Is for antirrhinum, better known as snap dragon.   Close relation to 
aspidistra, or mother in laws tongue.  Often comes in acid colours. 

B. Buddleia.  Cheerful robust shrub, famous for colonising disused 
railway tracks, but also for attracting a better class of butterfly to 
your garden.  Can quickly grow to a ridiculous size.    Prune hard in 
spring, keep the prunings for garden stakes and you will soon find 
that they have rooted everywhere and your garden now looks a bit 
like a disused railway track. 

C. Cauliflower.   For some a pleasant vegetable full of flavour, vitamins 
and taste.  For others a harbourer of another C – caterpillars.   Almost 
as deadly to the garden as the final C – children.   Totally 
incompatible with any serious horticulturalist. 

D. Daffodils.    This year possibly the best ever.  Always gladden the 
heart and bring out your inner Wordsworth. 

E. Erysimums.    Inserted here in case we collectively run out of steam 
before the end of the alphabet – wallflowers.   Bright, gaudy and 
practically indestructible. 

F. Fuchsia.   Well-loved blousy flowers which populate many a garden 
pot during the summer.  Famous for having varieties named after 
famous people…..maybe one day a Fuchsia ‘Mrs Potting S 
Correspondent’? 

G. Grass.   Such a lot of it about, mostly in the wrong place.   Having 
stopped competing for space in what is laughingly called the lawn, 
and moved out in favour of moss, dandelions and clover, it is now a 
persistent visitor to all flower and vegetable beds. 

H. Hooray.   What you groan when you see the Husband appearing with 
a glass of chilled white something at the end of the afternoon. 



 

16 

I. Impatiens.   To many this is known as a Busy Lizzie.    It is also a state 
of mind common to those of us who like to sow seeds but do not like 
waiting for germination. 

J. Jobs-that-must-be-done-right-away-even-if-it’s-raining.  A persistent 
garden pest, and like many annoyances, better just ignored. 

K. Kale.   An opinion divider, this one.   Some love it and extol its virtues 
as healthy, wholesome and tasty.    Others opine it is overrated, 
tough and nowhere near as nice as spinach.   You choose. 

L. Lupin.  Archetypal English cottage garden plant.  Range of pretty 
colours that make a lovely display in early summer.    At least they 
would if not ravaged by the gluttonous lupin beetle munching its way 
up the flower spikes.  NB lupin beetle not to be confused with the lily 
beetle, which is equally destructive, but rather more disgusting when 
you squash it between your fingers. 

M. And last for this week, mange tout peas.  Delicious vegetable, 
whether raw or cooked.  Bit demanding though as will speedily 
transform itself from being young and tender into a tall, leggy, 
maggot infested plant with little benefit to anyone. 

See you next month with the rest of the alphabet and further inspirational 

insights, 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 

 

 

 

 

These are your 

local coppers! 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

Many of us wait anxiously for the outcome of the recent public inquiry 

into a possible increase in the passenger cap at Stansted Airport, yet the 

local community’s love-hate relationship with Stansted Airport is only the 

latest in a series of significant aviation events that have occurred within 

the Hundred Parishes.  

In a field at Standon Green End in the parish of Thundridge, a monument 

marks the spot where Italian balloonist Vincenzo Lunardi landed in 1784 

after completing the first manned flight in England. He took off from 

London beneath a balloon filled with hydrogen. 

In 1913, Bentfield Hucks was the first Englishman to loop-the-loop in his 

Bleriot aeroplane. He was born in 1884 in Bentfield Cottage, Stansted 

Mountfitchet and thus acquired his unusual forename. 

Duxford airfield, now the site of Imperial War Museum, Duxford, first 

became operational in World War I. Some of its buildings, constructed by 

German prisoners-of-war, still stand. In 1938, Duxford was the first airfield 

to take delivery of Spitfire fighter planes. Frank Whittle flew regularly from 

here while he was developing ideas that eventually led to the invention of 

the turbojet engine just before the end of WWII.  

Altogether, twelve military airfields operated within the Hundred Parishes 

during WWII. Andrewsfield, straddling the parish boundary between The 

Salings and Stebbing, was the first American-built base in Europe, 

becoming operational in 1943. Stansted was another American-built 

airfield. Thousands of Americans were based in this area; many never saw 

home again.  

Many of us have enjoyed the relative peace that the Covid-19 pandemic 

has brought to our skies, in particular discovering the joy of walking in the 

countryside. It is sad that it has taken so many deaths to remind us of the 

quality of life that exists right here, without the need to fly.  

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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WEATHER REPORT FOR MARCH 2021 

The month began very cloudy, but for a day or two in the second week there 

was lovely clear sunshine which was very welcome. For several days from I 

think the 10th it was very windy. Wonderfully at the very end of the month we 

enjoyed summer like temperatures of 20c, 25c and 21c. Lovely! 

Janet Birch  

 

 

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and 

every three-by-three box 

contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Solve the puzzle by logic and 

reasoning alone – no maths 

involved!  

 

 

 

 

  



 

19 

Criss Cross 

Fit the listed words into their correct places in the grid. One word will 

be left over at the end which will be the answer. 
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April 2021 puzzle answers 

 

 

The remaining letters in the 
word search spell  

CHRONOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on  
Thursday 6th May 2021 at 7 pm via Zoom.  

This is the annual meeting and will be preceded by the  
Annual Parish Assembly at 6:30pm. This is your  
opportunity to let the Cllrs know of your local concerns,  
your ideas for areas to improve or even to just say 
“well done”. 

Remember - meetings are open to all village residents.  
Further information is available on the Parish Council  
website: www.furneuxpelham.org.uk 

 

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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Back to work 
 
Back to work in my dear little shop, 
as shops go it’s the cream of the crop, 
there's colourful scarves & handbags too, 
lovely dresses & tops for you. 
 
Sparkling jewellery for you to choose, 
so many things while you slowly peruse, 
oh look at those gorgeous summer sandals!!, 
tucked in a corner you may find some candles. 
 
There's vinyl records for you to view, 
looking for good ones? well you may find a few, 
oh how I love it it’s so inviting!!, 
after so many months its quite exciting. 
 
Just seeing people come through the door, 
after so so long when life was a bore, 
There's coffee & cakes in the shop next door, 
delicious pastries & much much more. 
 
There is also a shop selling beautiful gifts, 
and greeting cards with a saucy twist, 
of course as you guessed this shop is not mine, 
it’s all for charity and just takes my time. 
 
For my time is free and I give it with pleasure, 
such happy times for me to treasure.!!!. 

   Margaret Palmer 

 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this 

magazine, please email copy to 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the 15th of the month. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

